
August 1, 2019 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
 
It is hard to believe that summer has come and gone. It went by too fast. 

As the new principal of Chieftain Elementary, I would like to introduce 

myself. My name is Andy Rice and over the past seven years, I have served 

as the principal of Hocking Hills Elementary School. I was very fortunate to 

work with amazing students, staff and parents. As principal,  I believe all 

decisions should be based on the principle foundation of, ”What is best for 

our students”?  I am very excited to be part of the Chieftain Elementary 

family and ready to serve the amazing students of this school.  

 

There are only a couple of changes in our staff this school year. Andrea 

Stewart will be our new kindergarten teacher, she will be replacing Julie 

Tipton. Julie has taken a Title Reading position in our building.  

 

At this time our pick-up and drop off procedures will be the same as last 

year. Below is a reminder of procedures: 

We ask that if your student can ride a bus, please allow them to do so. This 

helps reduce our traffic during drop off and pick up times. Students may 

enter the building at 9:15. Our start time is still 9:20. Please make sure 

your student is here on time. If you are dropping off please pull all the way 

up to the traffic cone to drop off. If you need to walk your student in the 

building, you will need to park in the lot and walk across with them.  

Our afternoon procedures include express pick-up or bus. Inside pick up is 

for emergencies only. If you did not sign up to get a pick up number yet 

please do so at open house in the library. We ask that express cars line up 

no earlier than 3:20p.m. Remember that when the entry drive is full you can 

not turn left into the school. The sheriff has requested that we go down to 

Highland drive and turn there to come back and get in line on the right side 

of Chieftain Drive. We start dismissing at 3:50 so if you wait until 4 to line 

up you won’t have to wait long. The cut off time to make a change to your 

child’s pick-up time is 3:30pm. Drop off, pick up and bus routes take longer 

the first 4-5 days until everyone gets into the routine. Please be patient. We 

take student safety seriously.  

Make sure to stop by the Title table at open house to see how we utilize our 

Title funding for our students and to sign up for a reading raffle basket.  

The school supply list can be found on the Chieftain website, under the 



documents link.  

Breakfast and lunches will be free to ALL students again this school year.  

All other pertinent information is included in your folder distributed during 

Open House. If you are unable to attend these folders will be sent home with 

your child the first day of school.  

Some Dates to Remember: 

August 15th- Elementary Open House- 4:00 pm to 6:00 pm.  

August the 19th- First Day of school for students grades 1-4. 

August 21st- First Day of School for Pre-k and Kindergarten/ Project 

Safe begins.  No registration forms will be passed out during open 

house. Registration forms can be picked up at the administration 

office. Contact Shelley McIntosh.  

September 17th- Picture Day (individual pictures). 

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns by 

calling the schools main office at 740-385-1171 ext. 14001 and leaving me a 

message, or by emailing me at arice@lhsd.k12.oh.us. I will do my best to 

return your message as soon as possible. 

 

I look forward to an amazing 2019/2020 school year! 

 

Andy Rice 

Chieftain Elementary Principal 

 

 

 


